
Review of the massive oyster mortality 

in France since 2008 and the 

implication for the oyster industry in 

Northern Ireland  Fabrice Richez 



Research 

investigations 

about  the massive 

oyster mortality 



Oyster mortality before 2008 

ÅMassive oyster mortalities were getting more intense 

since the 1990ôs in France. 

ÅThis happen when the French production reached its 

production peak (150,000 tonnes). 

Å These mortalities were referred as summer mortalities 

and may have affected seed, juveniles and adults. 

Studies demonstrated a causal link between the 

presence of pathogens such as the herpes virus. 

ÅOyster summer mortalities were linked to multifactorial 

interactions between the state of the oyster, the 

pathogens, and the environment. 
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Oyster mortality after 2008 

ÅAt difference to previous reports of  mortalities, from 

2008 these mortalities were affecting more: 

ÅSeed, at unseen levels (80% mortality 

rates), recurrently every year, and  almost 

everywhere around the French cost. 

ÅThese mortalities also occurred in the summer, but at a 

lower sea temperature (from 16ęC). 

Å Typically mortalities appear, from spring in successive 

wave during the summer, following a south North 

increase of temperature. 

ÅFrench oyster production fall from 128,000 tonnes in 

2008 to 80,000 tonnes in 2011. 2 


